My heart sank last week when 1 first heard about the people who were arrested at the border crossing
from Haiti to the Dominican Republic taking over 30 Haitian children across the line without proper
authorization. It sank further when | found out they were Americans. It sank further when | found out
they were a Christian group, and even further when | found out they were a Baptist group (please let them be
Independent Baptists or General Conference Baptists or one the over 50 non-Southern Baptist baptist groups) — N0 such luck,
they are of us — Rats! How could they do such a thing? How could they be so stupid? ...... and so on
were the silent questions running through my head.

Slow down head — put yourself in their shoes for a minute (and I tried to put myself in their pastors’ shoes). What
if the earthquake had happened while our Thanksgiving team had been down there and our sponsoring
pastor (Jean Thomas) told us how we could save 30 kids’ lives and that all the paperwork was in order
and that we needed to act quickly before diseases and crime become so rampant that they probably
won't survive if we don’t hustle them out of the country?

Well, it didn’t happen while our team was there. And Jean Thomas would not have given us false
information — but our brothers and sisters from Idaho didn’t have Jean or Joy or Luxo giving them sound
guidance and they were probably acting out of compassion and mercy in trying to help the helpless.

So, join me in praying for this mission team from two Southern Baptist Churches in Idaho and their
families and church bodies. Pray for their withess to be strong in the midst of this international legal
mess they have fallen into — and for their safety — and for a lenient, sympathetic judge (and jury). And
if you joined me in snap judgments when you first heard about it, then you can join me in repenting of
that as well.

And thank God with me for wise partners like Jean &
Joy Thomas and Louis (Luxo) & Fluerette Phillippe
and for merciful, compassionate children like those of
Midway who are praying and working so hard for the
relief of the earthquake victims (over $400 was raised
through the bake sale on Sunday)!

Your Pastor, Dean
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. S - Reaistration Deadline—February 29th
.2 ) Download a Registration Form @

www.woodlandscamp.org
Give Completed Form & $100
Non-Refundable Deposit to
Gale Weeks in Church Office or

Senior Ladies Luncheon

Thursday, February 11th Laura Blomquist
11:30 am at the Church For additional information or questions:
Bring a Covered Dish! Contact Woodland’s Camp or Gale Weeks in Church Office
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