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As I journey through life, I've found that simple events, ones that perhaps seemed insignificant at the time, 
have had a tremendous ability to shape who I am.  Back in 1999, while still in college, I was reading a Chris-
tian magazine and on the back page of this magazine was a picture of a guy who was wearing makeup, smok-
ing, and dressed in a Marilyn Manson T-shirt (they were a crazy Metal band back in the day).  Without hesi-
tation, I thought to myself, "What is this guy doing in a Christian magazine?"  100% judgement. Then I read 
the caption under the picture, a quote by Chesterton that said, "Love means to love that which is unlovable; 
or it is no virtue at all." 
 

Silence. 
 

When I look back at it now, I see that afternoon as one of those moments God used to make me aware of a 
hugely misunderstood concept:  love.  My first thoughts after seeing this guy weren't, "He could be broken just 
like me" or "I wonder if he needs a friend" or "God, please rescue him from darkness" or "God, help me love 
all types of people because they need you just like I need you".  And the fact that those weren't my first 
thoughts was highly convicting. 
 

Having grown up in church, I knew all the stories about how God loves people, but I had never actually 
learned what that would require from me as a Christ follower.  I had read so many passages of scripture that 
teach what real love is, but I never actually heard them.  Instead, I had created a self-righteous understanding 
of love that allowed me to think 1) I deserved love from God because I didn't wear certain things and do cer-
tain things and 2) I had the right to choose to love or not love people based on what I think about them. 
 

Jesus is amazing.  His understanding of love was so perfect.  He was 
able to lay his life down for people who hated him, for people who 
rejected him, for people who ignored him and despised him.  Still 
he loved.  His love wasn't the cheap, insipid, convenient, and ster-
ile love I find myself willing to offer, it was authentic. 
 

"For if you love those who love you, what reward do you 
have?  Do not even the tax collectors do the same?"   

Matthew 5:46 
 

We're called to not just love our friends but our enemies as 
well.  You don't need Jesus to love your friends, but you do need  
his strength to love the unlovable.  Let's open our eyes to really    
see people this week.  Let's pray that we will be aware of the      
devastating effects of sin and that we'll be willing to meet people 
where they are to love them and tell them of Jesus' redeeming 
love.   
 

(I tore the back page out of the magazine 11 years ago and included 
it here for you to enjoy.) 
 

For His Glory,  Marc 
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Woodland’s Camp 
Registration Is Closed! 

(kinda) 
 

With the exception of two high 
school boy spots and two  

elementary girl spots left….we 
have filled all of our spots! 

 

If you missed out getting on the MCC list—you can go 
ahead and send your deposit and registration form directly 

to  Woodlands Camp to be on the Wait List. 
  

Woodland’s website is already reporting most camps are 
full but they always have spots come open!  So don’t delay 

and send in your information today! 
 

For any questions, please call the church office. 
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NO Youth :connection: on Sunday, February 14 
Due to Ski Trip and Holiday Weekend 
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Church Office 
Drop Box  

 

We now have a drop box 
located outside the church  

office door for you to use when 
the church office is closed.  

Please drop off any items that 
need to go to the church office or staff members.  
 Please refrain from dropping cash into this box  

as it is not secured.  

DROP BOX 


