PRAY FOR HAITI

"l have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!
| have overcome the world." John 16:33

Jesus makes it pretty clear, we will have trouble. As believers, we prepare for the difficulty that's coming by knowing the
Word and learning of his past faithfulness to those who suffered. When our appointed time comes, we persevere in the
midst of difficulty through faith by resting in Christ. When we see others suffering, we listen to them, weep with them,
and encourage them to keep their eyes on Jesus.

The difficulty facing those in Haiti is quite honestly overwhelming. This tragedy seems amplified through the close con-
nection Midway has to the Thomas' and the Philippe’s. Both are safe now, but they each have friends and family that
they are trying to reach. Last year, Midway helped the Thomas' purchase a bulldozer which arrived earlier this

month. Jean is now trying to reach his brother in Port-au-Prince to offer the use of the bulldozer. Louis Philippe is in the
States right now but plans on traveling back to Jacmel on Saturday (if the airport is open) to offer his services as a
doctor. Midway also supports the International Mission Board. The IMB's human needs partner, Baptist Global
Response, is coordinating relief efforts with other Baptist partners. The Florida Baptist Convention has many ongoing
ministries with Haiti and will be the primary coordinator the Southern Baptist response there.

We did hear this morning that our good friend Bebe passed away during the earthquake. He was the first person | saw
in Port-au-Prince when our youth ministry first visited there in 2007. | remember him as a gentle servant who had a kind
smile.

Right now, Midway is planning to send $15,000 to help with the disaster relief efforts, and we're sure to have more
opportunities to help as the extent of the disaster comes into full view. Inthe mean time, we can certainly pray.

Pray that believers will suffer well and that their faith in this time of difficulty will result in God's "praise glory and

honor" (1 Peter 1:7). In his book Religious Affections, Jonathan Edwards says, "the divine excellency of real Christianity
is never exhibited with such advantage, as when under greatest trials: then it is that true faith appears much more
precious than gold."

Pray for the advance of the gospel in the hearts of unbelievers. People become increasingly aware of their own mortality
and are moved to new spiritual sensitivity in times of difficulty. Pray that faithful believers will lift up Christ as the one
who brings joy out of suffering, wholeness out of brokenness, life out of death, and hope out of despair, and pray that the
Spirit will illuminate their message so that many are saved.

Pray for the Thomas' and the Philipppes as they wait to hear from friends and family. Pray that they will trust the Lord,
turn worry into prayer, and have peace (Phil 4:6-7).

Pray that God will provide direction for Louis Philippe as he tries to find a way back into Haiti.

Pray for Bebe's family and friends as they mourn his loss. Pray that they will be reminded that Christ is the Resurrection
and the Life (John 11:25) and that they will find comfort there.

Pray honestly. Sometimes when the difficulty is so big and so overwhelming, we just don't know how to pray. That's
OK, Paul knew what that was like and reminds us, "In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not
know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot ex-

press” (Romans 8:26).

Continue to encourage those you know who are in the midst of suffering this week and take heart, he has overcome!

For His Glory, Marc
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END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS
Yearly tax statements and donation
letters will be sent out by January 31, 2010.
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All Ladies of Midway
You Are Invited
To A Bridal Luncheon
For Jenn Eggert

Sunday, January 24th
at the Church
Immediately After Service

Jenn & Taylor White are
registered at:
Bed, Bath & Beyond, Target & Macy'’s
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for GOD loves a cheerful giver.

Corinthians

Operation Christmas Child
288 Boxes

Christmas Mailbox
Donations to Clarkston International Church

$760.50

36 Children’s Gifts Given
at No Longer Bound

Theme Nights:

Sunday, January 17—Crazy Hair Night
Sunday, January 31—Backwards Night

Grand Prix Workshop

Saturday, January 30th
9am—12

On Wednesday Evening during Prayer Meeting
children will be working on their AWANA verses




