In preparation for this year's youth mission trip to
Haiti, and in my subsequent reflection on it, | haven't
been able to move past John 4.

In this passage of Scripture, Jesus is ministering to
the Samaritan woman at the well while the disciples
are off in the city looking for food. After coming face
to face with the Messiah, the woman rushes to the
city to tell the people there about Jesus.

Meanwhile, the disciples return to Jesus still thinking
about food. They tell Jesus to eat, but he tells them
of the opportunity they had missed. The city was full
of people who needed to meet Jesus, but they were
distracted by their own desires. They wanted food but
Jesus wanted to do the will of God.

The contrast in focus between Jesus and the disciples is
indicting for me. Hunger is real, but hunger is trite and
secondary. Our needs are real, but they can be distracting.

In response to the disciple's lack of spiritual discernment, Jesus
tells them, "lift up your eyes". See people. See their need for
grace, truth, love, acceptance, forgiveness, and hope. Go get
food if you're hungry, but do it with your eyes open to what God
is doing. This is how you are truly satisfied.

So eighteen of us went to Haiti with these thoughts in mind, and
| was blessed to see high school students and adults living life
with eyes lifted up.

But the lesson should extend beyond an isolated trip. The real
test for me, and now for you, will be to lift up our eyes, in every
place we find ourselves, so that we can help people know and
follow Jesus.
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For His Glory,
Marc
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+ PRESCHOOL PLAYGROUP
Next Play Date—Friday
— July 10th
For School In Haiti 10:30—12:30

Bring Your Preschooler for
Playtime & Spend Time with Other
Moms
Info: Missy DelLuca 770-781-7887

During VBS this year we collected items for a school
in Haiti ... L’'Exode.

We will continue to collect items untilJuly 19th \

Collection Bins and List of Needs are in The Foyer!!| -—..==

1" #$ 1#H % % &

OGN I

What to Bring:
- Picnic Lunch, drinks & shacks for your family—
Picnic Pavilion and Hot Grills will be available
Sunscreen, Sunglasses & Bug Spray
Lounge Chairs or Blanket
Lifejackets & Beach Towels

Watercrafts
(Note: There is a day use fee for this park—$4 pe r car—$4 per boat launch)
Park is open 7am-10pm




